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Uneven power relationships: implications for 

the transport and mobility sector in Africa  

Å ¦ƴŜǾŜƴ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ŀǊŜ ǿƛŘŜƭȅ ƛƴ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ 
transport and mobility sector - Affects who goes where, when, by 
what mode 

ÅImpacts on access to education, health, work, recreation 

ÅSpecific groups that commonly face mobility disadvantage: 

ÅWomen 

ÅChildren 

ÅOlder people  

ÅPeople with disabilities 

ÅMinority disadvantaged ethnic groups 

ÅMany people face multiple disadvantages because they belong to 
more than one of these groups 
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How to move things forward? 
Working to understand 
and help address the 
barriers to improved 
mobility/access of 
vulnerable groups 
requires deep 
knowledge of their 
circumstances, 
experiences, needs,  
aspirations 
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How can we achieve this? 

ÅPeer-research can offer a powerful base and 
complement to conventional academic research on mobility 

 

ÅPeer research involves training people from vulnerable 
groups as CO-INVESTIGATORS so they can go into their 
community and conduct effective research  

 

ÅThis means peer researchers can build their own evidence: 
Å helps academic researchers to understand local issues and identify 

key questions for wider  research studies 

Å Peer researchers may draw on their experience  for direct 
engagement with policy makers and practitioners 
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Field practice 
Peer research with in-country academic and practitioner 
collaborators, 2004- ,  in a series of mobility/transport 
studies with vulnerable groups 

Å Children 9-18y, 2006- [Ghana, Malawi, South Africa] 
www.dur.ac.uk/child.mobility/  
www.dur.ac.uk/child.phones/  

ÅOlder people 60+, 2011- [Tanzania] with HelpAge 

ÅYoung unemployed women, 2019- [Tunis, Abuja, Cape 
Town] :  
https://transportandyouthemploymentinafrica.com 
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Learning to do peer research with children 
2006- 

Åтл ΨŎƘƛƭŘΩ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎΣ мм-19 
years [Ghana, Malawi, South 
Africa] 

Å1-week training workshop  [2 
per country] 

ÅYoung people select 
methods, location, time-scale  

ÅField support from RAs and 
academic staff 

ÅFindings feed into larger 
adult academic research 
study ς identifies key 
questions 

 

 

7 



Training with HelpAge in Tanzania   
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Our peer researchers use their own evidence to tell 
¢ŀƴȊŀƴƛŀΩǎ /ƘƛŜŦ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ ŦƻǊ IŜŀƭǘƘ ǿƘȅ ƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ 

pay more attention to transport issues 
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Our current project: 
¸ƻǳǘƘ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ 
transport sector: promoting a 

gender agenda 
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Working with unemployed young women - Tunis, 
Abuja, Cape Town  
2019-2021 

ÅMain objective:  To help disadvantaged young women living in 
urban peripheries improve their transport-related skills and 
thus improve their employment opportunities  

ÅAs transport Users 

ÅAs workers in the transport system 

ÅFocus on 1 poor peri-urban and one city-connected rural site 
per city ς young women c. 18- 35y 

ÅCollaborator team: Universities of Durham, Sokoto, Jos, Cape 
Town + Transaid 

ÅStarted with peer research training ς 6 unemployed women 
per city  
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Our peer research team at work in Tunis 
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